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Those of us who communicate only in English are 
limited in full exposure to African literary expression* While most 
creative expression by black Africans is oral, much has also been 
written in languages foreign to those of us oriented only to English. 
In the following list^ therefore, any efforts to be exhaustive are 
controlled by the inaccessibility of materials in English, and by 
economy of time and space. The hope is to stimulate interest in 
enjoyable reading of materials written by black Africans by 
suggesting some of the works currently available in the Afro-American 
collection of the service Center Branch of the Richmond, California 
Public Library. This cinnota ted bibliography is divided into fiction, 
drama, poetry, anthologies, autobiograE>hies, criticism, and 
phonograph records. The country of origin is denoted for most 
entries. (Author/ SJ) 
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INTRODUCTION 



Those of •.vhocoinnuinicatc only in Hnsjlish arc lipiilod in full cxposur.; 
lo AlVican liiorary expression. While mosi croalive expression by bhuk 
Africans is oral, much has also beer, wriuen in hingviai^s foreign lo ihosc of 
us oriented only lo tni'jish. 

In ihc following list. theriMorc, any efforts lo be cxhausiivc arc controlled 
by the inaccessibility of materials in linglish. and by economy of time and 
space. 

Our hope is lo stinuilale interest in enjoyable reading of materials wrillcn 
by black .Mncans by suygesiing some of the works currently available in the 
Afro-Ai.ierican collection of our Libr.uy Seiviccs and Construction Act 
Project Library-Service Center Branch- Richmond Public Library. 

Tiic ellinic composition of our community desiims our program to place 
special emphasis upon materials for Latiii aiui AI'ro-.American imcresls. A 
.sccuu liSiirig of m:iterial.s available from our library in Spani.-.}! iuis also been 
issued. Th.esc materials are free to regisicred patrons for a three-week loan 
period, and may be renewed by request. 

Th.e Library hours are from 8:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M.. Monday through 
Thursday: Friday from 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.: and Saturday from 10:00 
A.M. to 2:00 P.M. Phone 415-237-2337. 

Th.is list has been prepared by Lucy Wilson. Project Librariaii with the 
assistance of Marilyn Saltier, and Rita Williams Jones. Library Aides, 
University of California-Berkeley. Work Study i^rojeet. 

Wo wish to express our sincere thanks to Coliingwood Atigust, Instructor, 
University of California, lierkeiey F.xiension. and San Francisco .-\rt Institute 
for his editorial assistance in this seeond printing. Our Library syriibol on the 
cover was designed by Ben lia/.ani while an art student at the University of 
California. Berkeley, and now Professor of Art at the University of Nevada. 
Art work on the title page v/as done by our Library Assistant, Mori 
Hcnriqties. 
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FICTION 

CAMt:ROO\S 

MONGO BETI, Pseud., born in 1932 Alexandre Biyidi. Educated in 
Franec. Considered one of liie most revolutionary writers ol' our time. 
Besides tiie novels listed below he has written two others. 

The Poor Christ of Bomha, 1950. A satirical critici.sm of western 
religious activities in Africa as revealed through twenty years of 
service by a French priest, and recorded in the diary of his African 
house boy. . 

Mission to Kala. 1957. Although Medzu has failed his baccalaureiil 
examination, he becomes the celebrity of K;ila where he goes to 
request the return of his cousin's wife who has lied to her parent's 
home. 

AKOSUA ABBS, n.d. a woman writer. 

Ashanti /?or. 1959. A development of .synthesis nilher than conllict 
between old and new. ways of life in an Afiicun country. 

SAMUEL ASARl: .KONADU. 1932. Educated in Gluina. Studied jour- 
nalism in England and France. Has published many .short .stories. Joined 
the Ghana News Agency. Resigned in 19(i3 to research in Inulitional 
customs and practices. Establi.shed his own publishing llrm. 

A Woman in her Prime, 1967. A novel of conflict with the tradition 
of childbirth. 

GUINEA 

CARAMAE LAYE was born in former Guinea where he spent his first 
eighteen years. Given a scholarship, he went to France to complete his 
engineering studies. 

The Dark Child, 1953. An autobiographical novel revealing the 
author's deep attachment to his home and homeland while studying 
in France. 

KENYA 

LEONARD KIBERA and SAMUEL KAHIGA, two young brothers well- 
known on the East African literary scene. 

Potent Ash, n.d. Eighteen short stories drawn from the stormy scene 
during Kenya's terrible emergency. 
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FICTION 



JAMI-S NGUGI. born in 1938. educated in Kenya and Leeds England this 
young author has published in addition to the novels below one pi' y 
and several short stories. ^ ' 

^^ep Not Child 1964. The Mau Mau uprising keeps the hero from 
fuinihng the vital role lor whieh his education has prepared him. 

^J^7[ '^f . There is a contradiction throughout the 
physical land, and iilso m the characters as they a-act to the clash 
between their culture and religion, and that: of the white man. 

A Grain of Wheat. ]9G1. During the Mau ,\iau revolt in Kenva Mugo 
an escapist continually shrinks from involvement and linallv drifts 
into cowardice which leads to losing his life Tor a movement he failed 



MALAWI 

LEGSON KAYIRA. born in Malawi and graduated from Livingstonia 
Penniless but determined to further his education, he walked 500 
miles across Africa and eventually arrived in the United States.' was 
graduated ironi University of Washington. 

h^-w • '^Ti''' "'''''"^ in the life of an old man by 

nis child bride and his son. 



NIGERIA 

CHINUA ACHEBE. born in Iboland. Nigeria in 1930. began a career in 

Srri;^^^^^^^^^^^ '"^^ — ^ -^--^ Gernia;;: 

Things Fall Apart. \95S. Okonkwo faces the personal tragedy of 

Ih^whiJe man " ""''^ 

• No Longer at Ease. I960. Obi. grandson of Okonkwo in Things Fall 
Apart, returns from school in England to a promising career in the 
city which comes to an abrupt and sad end. » <- r in 

^rl^rV^ ^""^^ '^^1- ^ ""'8'-' '•'■'^P"^^' ^''■'"''-'d " British omcer 

:?UK"irgirwS,rr^^ ^-^""'^-^ 

Ital^dt'this^^^^^^^^ ^'^"^ - 
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FICTION 

NTIEYONG UDO AKPAN, n.d. - 

The Vooden Gon^, 1965. Village Chief Inman is cau/'ht betwA«„ 

bn?^^''i??°''j:/°r^" °^ tradition and pro^ei^^SreJualJy ?av^rs 
both, while his influence has total respeSt. quaxxy lavors 

gurnlnff Grass , 1963. m a Pastoral settir-— depicts the way of Ufa 
of the cattle herdsmen In Korthem Kigerla, way of life 

Beautiful Feather-., 1963. Wilson lyarl droains and vorks for uollti 
cal^unxty for his continent while unable to foster unll^ fn hC"*' 

Lokotovn and other stories , 1966. A collection of short stories. 

""rns"^™™! Onltsha, Eastern Nigeria In 1928. Educated 

F:derL°S^:jLen"" ''^ ^^^^^ 

Wand of Noble Wood . 196I. 

and new-the first ^.ith resplct to 
marriage; the second vith respect to religion. ^f^^^ 

'^Sd^'^^She; """^^ °^ elementary education 

S^ve^eJJ^hteS ;? ''^ ^ coppersmith, he began weavi^ tales that 
w^^ld pfui ^oJ^if ovn people, and children and adults all over the 
I^sieA beJow. written in addition to the one . 

^e Palm-Wine nrinVard, 1952. Tells of a drinkard's search for 
Ms palm vxne tapster and the hardships during the advenJSre. 

^Th^ .e)C+ -Poor ,,4^^^ i,^,^,^ ^^^^ 

10 Trie, ort^ivial clDcowiem" cloe^ oof re^rociuce. 



FICTION 



SIERRA LEONE 

ROBERT W, COLE, 1907, 

Khossoh Toxm Bov. i960. An autobiograpliical novel. Unusual 
because it tells of growing up in an African village without 
anguish or alienation. 

WILLIAM CONTON, born in 1925, the author has been an educator since 
19^7. In addition to the following novel, he has published a two- 
volume study of West African history. 

The African. I96O. An autobiograpliical novel of a student 
revealing what it is like to grow up in French Africa. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

PETER ABRAHAMS, 1919. In addition to the novels listed below, he 
has written three others, many short stories and an autobiography. 
Has been away from South A.frica for more than twenty years. He 
now lives iu Jaunaica, 

A Wreath for Udoino. 1956, Michael Udomo desires political inde- 
pendence for Africa, The resolution of problems becomes the 
action as he strives for a concrete futiu-e in which he believes, 
A Ni.?ht of Their Ovn. I965. An emergency situation is created 
in x/hich characters, symbolic of their political beliefs traverse 
a night of their own with varied consequences, 

BESSIE HEAD, 1937. Born in Pietermaritzburg, her parents are 
xuiknown to her. Placed in a missionary orphanage from a welfare 
organization at 13, she was trained as a primary school teacher. 
She has taught and worked as a Journalist for Drum , an English 
language African Magazine, She now lives in exile in Botswana 
where she is a school teacher. 

When Rain Clouds Gather. iQgfi. Facing the challenge of developing 
a new iiation— Botswana—the villagers explore their resources, 

EZEKIEL MPHAHLELE, bom in 1919 in South Africa. He is a creative 
writer and critic. Taught in Johannesburg, University of Colorado 
in Denver, and is now teaching in Zambia, Nigeria, He worked for 
many years on Drum magazine, 

in comor b. I967, A collection of twelve short stories. The last, 
Mrs. Plum, "is one of the most damning and bitter indictments of 
the white •liberals* in South Africa yet printed". 



DRAMA 

GHANA 

♦ EDUFA by Efua T. Sutherland. An affluent African xinable to accept 
. the reality of his vife*s illness and death, blames himself for 

' mis-use of charms • The author is one of the few African women 
writers* 

♦ THE LITERARY SOCIETY by Henry Ofori. A delightful satire on how 

the literate folk- in an interior community run a social and 
literary club« 

NIGERIA 

A' DANCE OP THE FORESTS by Wole Soyinka. A complex play dealing 
with the belief in the powers of dead over living and the theory 
of reincsurnation. The author is the most outstanding among 
Nigerian poet->dreunatists« 

* THE JET/ELS OF THE SHRINE by James Ene Henshaw. In this one -act 

play a grandfather tricks his grandsons into giving him on 
honorable burial by having them believe he has valuable hidden 
Jewels* 

THE LION AND THE JEWEL by Vole Soyinka. A comedy clT conflict 
emphasizing the influence of tradition on the people. 

*♦ MOREMI by Duro Ladipo. Adapted from Samuel Johnson^s History of 
the Yorubas, Moremi buys peace for her village by sacrificing 
her only son to the god* 

THE SCHEME by Wale Ogunyemi*. Based on an incident that happened 
dxiririg the author *s childhood which reveals that power without 
responsibility is a dangerous force. The author is a well«-laiovm 
actor in Nigeria. 

* SONG OF A GOAT by John Pepper Clark. A tragedy based on an I jaw 

custom of giving a wife to another brother if the first brother 
proves inadequate. The author is considered by many critics as 
one of the major contemporary poets writing in English today. 

THE STRONG BREED by Wole Soyinka. Based on the tradition of 
" scape-goat ing" on-^ person, usually a lunatic stranger to carry 
the troubles of th^;^ whole community. The troubles are believed 
to leave when the person is driven into the bush never to return. 
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DRAMA 

** jyAMP DWELLERS by Wole Soyinka. This plays reveals the frus- 
trations of too great an emotional attachment to irrational 

$:^bfnradi?i^i:r ^'""'^ 
THE TRI/J.S OP BROTHER JERO by Wole Soyinka. A light-hearted 

Nigeria?^ °" ''^^ certain religious sects 1 

. SOUTH AFRICA 

* ^V^^ °f VIOLENCE by Lewis Nkosi. Students react to political 

* THE RAINKILLERS by Alfred Hutchinson. Conflict of old and new 
Africa is revealed as a Protestant minister and an African 

tt^^'''' A^tr^^^i^ to convince villagers of their powers to: bring 
rain. Author is exiled in England. ^'■^ns 

In— Plavs from blank a^t^-.-^^ edited by Predric M. Litto. 1968. 

Plavs. by Wole Soyinka, 1964. ' ^ * 

*** In— Three Ni/ierian Pi «y« ^ introductions by Ulli Beier, I967. 

POETRY 

Drum beat, East African noems , 1967, chosen by Lennard Okala. 

Includes^writers of non-East African, indeed non-African origin. 

• Jnd?™«^ ''fi*'-^^^ an outsider often notices dSaS aS' 

Indigenous writer may not see." 

ModexTi poetry from Afri ca, I963. Edited by Gerald Moore and Ulli Beier 
^^Lr^"^ «^^ssified as '.modem" in the senS that they 

?!Ser??l^ fresh exploration of language. The authors have con^ 
given. selections to black writers. Biographical notes are 

^''^J^.^l^s^'^'^' ' ^'^^^ ^angston Hughes with bio- 

Ii^i^*"??? i* ff irnportar.t to know how people feel than how 

, they thxnk-the poetry of Africa indicates its emotional climate. " 

^^^%tf?e^?27r"r ' 1 7. and annotated Ly Donatus Ibe Nivoga. 

Collected to help African students appreciate poetry using works 

selections include many poems not p^eJioSsly 
published in anthologies. Has biographical notes. P^®^^«>"sly 



ETC 

ANTHOLOGIES 

Ulli Bcicr. cd. 

Black Orpheus: An anthology of new African and Afro-American jstorics. 
1965. 

David Cook. cd. 

Origin East Africa: A Makcrcrci antiioiogy. (African writers' series, no. 
15), l%5. 

Langston Hugiies, cd. 
African treasury \ Articles, essays, stories, poenis by black Africans. 1960. 

Exekiel Mpluihlcle 

Modern African Stories. I%4. Fdilcd with Hilis Komey. Presents the 

newest of modern African writing. 
African writing today, h>(i7. An anthology giving thLMncs and styles of 

black African writing in Knglish. 

Peggy Rutherford, ed. 
African voices. I%0. 

This editor hopes this collection will "give the lie to that idea. . . that 
Africa is incapable of producing any creative art." 



AUTOiHOCRAPIHES 

Kwame Nkriimah. IW9. 
Ghana, the autobiography of Kwaine Nknunah. I^>57. 



R. MugoGathcru. 1^)25. 
Child of two worlds, a Kikuyu *s story. 1 966 . 



GHANA 



KENYA 



Josiah Mwangi Kariuki. 1929. 
Man Man detainee: the account by a Kenya African of his experiences in 
detention camps, 1953-1960. 1963. 



Peter Abrahams, 1919. 
Tell Freedom. 1954. 

Alfred Hutchinson, 1932. 
Road to Ghana. 



SOUTH AFRICA 

Bloke Modisanc, 1923. 
Blame me on history. 

Ezekie! Mphahlele, 1919. 
Down second avenue, 1959. 
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CRITICISM 

Wilfred Cartey, 1931. 

Whispers from a contincn:: ihc Hicrature oj' coHiemporary biuck Africa, 
1968. 

Janlicinz Jahn 

Neo'African liictviurc translated from t!ie Gcrnian by Oliver Cobiirn and 
Ursula Lehrburger. 

The author attempts to relate the origins of black writing-both in U.S. 
and elsewhere-to African tradition. 

Ezekiel Mphahlele, 1919. 
African image, 1962. 

Oladele Taiwo 

An Introduction io West African literature, 1967. 

Gives background information and examines major literary forms and 
ideas, and four selected works. 



etc. etc. etc. 

Barbara Abrash ^ 
Black African literature in ijiiiUsli since 1^)52, 19(»7. 
A bibliography of works and criticism. 

East African cultural heritage, (Contemporary African monographs series 
no. 4) Essays concerning cultural idi.Mitity. 

Jomo Kenya t til 

The grandson of a Gikuyu medicine man« a foremost leader of African 
nationalism. Studied at the London School of Ecoiiomics acquiring his 
degree in Anthropology. He is now President of Kenya. 

Facing Mount Kenya, 1962. '*An invaluable key to the structure of 
African society and the nature of the African mind.'' 

Wolf Leslau. 

Falaslia anthology -The black Jews of Ethiopia, 1 94 1 . 

Through this work for the first time tlie English reader can acquaint 
himself with the life and literature of the Falasha. 

Wulf Sachs 

Black anger, 1947. Story of an African medicine man, told by an European 
medicine man (doctor). 
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RECORDS 



AfrO'Amcrican CMS 547;C\5.S 550 
African folk tales. Vol, I & 2 

A collcclion of African folk la!cs told by Berlha Parker, an accom- 
plished black story teller from the New York Public Library, 

Caednion — TC 1267 

h^olk rales of the tribes of Africa, told by Eartha Kitt, 

'The realism, the insistent emphasis upon man in all his moods, the em- 
phasis upon the contemporary scene, and the high deuroe ofiJOphistica- 
tion pervading in ,\frican oral literature is present in this record," 

CoUimbia - CS 8()6(> 

Ohitunjis flamiiv^ drums! Arranged and conducted by Ned Karlin, 

Olatunji and his group give a *i>riniant performance of dauiiming and 
vocal renditions. Six numbers here vary in duration from three to ten 
minutes. 

Counterpoint - CPT 513 

,'1 fiican tribal music and dances. 

A variety of rhythms and dialects concerning traditional affairs, feasts, 
hunting and canoeing '*\vars", incantations, human sacrifices, and some 
love songs. Each selection calls for a ritualistic dance except for the 
boat song. 

Folkways -~ FE 4441 

Drums of tlie Yoruba of Nigeria, recorded by William Buscom, 

Recorded in the kingdoms of Ifc and Ojo, Drums arc the principal mu- 
sical inslmmcnt used by the Yombas, together with tmmpets, whistles, 
violins, several types of gongs, and a variety of gourds or calabash 
rattles, and hand clapping. 

Folkways - F\V8S5 2 
West African music. 

Recorded on location by Laura C. Boulton on the Straus West African 
expedition of the Field Museum of Natural Flistory, Taureg, Bakv/iri, 
Kru, and Bini traditional music l>om French Sudan, Southern Nigeria, 
and former British Cam croons. 
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RIZCOKDS 



I'olkways - FC 7150 

AshafUi - Folk talcs from Ghana 
Six tblk-liilcs from Ghana, iuiinual by Harold Coiilaiulor, considciwl a 
specialist on Alrican ami Arro-Aniciican culture. 

Ocora - :o 
Somades Du Xi^cr 

This recordini! was collected anioiii! ilie Tu.ireg of Muslim faille, living 
in the Afr of Niger, and teils about tlieir lives. 

Ocora 44 

h'r/iiopic polyphnnres ct fcchniqucs vucalcs 

A presentation uT fourteen e\;:in!^iesor vocai poiv pi^tiny aiui tcciiniques 
of voice produciion. Side A is dcvoied to poiyph(u;y ;uui Sitlc 15 lo 
vocal leciinivjacs. I'iic record jacket iuts mcaniniiiul plioloi:r;tpiiS of 
Htliiopians. 

riiilips - PCC 006 

.V//.v.\;7 Luha sinii: by L'S fro:t!h7L!t;ury ihj mi i.\i:u:r}i{in. 

A mass sung in Congolese slyle, A beautiiul example of cross oiltural 
inllucncc, 

Repi-sc RSUMO 
MJkcba! 

Will) a breath of liberation, Miriam Makeba sings ai)oui Africa. The** 
range of materiai. ideas, and voeal trcaimenr i^ fanla^lic, yet iniegruicd. 
Here Makeba is v, orking on a purely African environnient. 

Request - RLP .S039 
Son$^s oj the Guiana Jungle. 

From Guyana comes this unusual collection of folk music. Work, pkiy, 
and love. Songs of the Kv;e Kwe comprise the bulk of authentic 
Guyana music. 

Roulette -SR 9001 
Son^s of new nations -Ghana. Nigeria. Con^o. Kenya. 
The 13e Paur chorus with native drums and percussion. 

World foreign language record series - 2972 
Swahili 

A manual on convensational Swahili. The manual and the records ex- 
plain the simple plionetic system and conventional spelling of the lan- 
guage. 
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